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1. INTRODUCTION AND NOTATIONS

The Bernoulli polynomials B, (X) are defined by

teXt X B (X)t"
= 1:2 L It < 2.

' )
= ol
And the Bernoulli numbers B,, can be defined by B,, = B,,(0). The Euler polynomials F,,(X)
are defined by

2eXt N En (X))t
et + 1 = ZO n ’ |t| < .
n—=

And the Euler numbers FE,, are defined by E, = 2"F, (1/2). These numbers and polynomi-
als arise in some combinatorial contexts, and have been investigated by many authors. For
example, see Powell [6], Young [7], and Zhang [8]. The well-known congruences among these
numbers or polynomials are the classical Kummer’s congruences:

Theorem 1.1: (ref. page 239 in [4]). Suppose p is prime, and m,n and e are positive integers
such that m and n are even, and p — 1 J m,n. Then one has

1 m— n— e
E(l_p" I)B'mE (1_pn I)Bn (mOdp )a

S|

if m =n (mody(p?)).

Kummer’s congruences play important roles in the p-adic interpolation of the Riemann
zeta function [5]. In 1997, Eie and Ong [3] generalized Kummer’s congruences to Bernoulli
polynomials via p-adic interpolation on p-adic spaces.

Theorem 1.2: (ref. [3]). Suppose that p is an odd prime, and m,n, and e are positive integers
such that p—1 fm,n. Then for any positive integer k relatively prime to p and positive integers
0<a,B3<k—1 such that o+ jk = pB for some j with 0 < j < p—1, one has

i ()0 (7)} 25 e () 2 (5)} e

ifm=n (mod ¢(p°)).
In this paper, we prove the following theorem which is a generalization of Kummer’s
congruences on Euler polynomials.
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Theorem 1.3: Suppose that p is an odd prime, and m,n, and e are positive integers such that
p—1 fm,n. Then for any positive integer k relatively prime to p and positive integers «, 3
such that o+ 25k = pB with 0 < j < (p—1)/2, one has

En (%) —p" ' Epy (%) =F, 1 (%) —p" By (g) (mod p°©),

if m =n (mod ¢(p)).
The classical congruences on Euler numbers (ref. page 124 of [2])

E4n =5 (mOd 60) and E4n72 =-1 (mOd 60)7 (1)

are normally attributed to Stern. In 1998, Zhang [8] deduced some other congruences on Euler
numbers:

Proposition 1.4: (ref. Corollary 1 in [8]). For any odd prime p, we have the congruence

_ { 0 (mod p), if4dlp—1,
71 =

E,
2 (mod p), if4lp—3.

p

Proposition 1.5: (ref. Corollary 2 in [8]). For any integer n > 0, we have the congruences
(1) E2n+2 - E2n =0 (mOd 6)v
(2) E2n+4 — 10E2n+2 +9F,, =0 (mod 24),
(3) E27L+6 — EQn =0 (mod 42)
Here we derive some new congruences on Euler numbers:

Theorem 1.6: Assume 0 = pi'py?...ptr, where p; are odd primes, and n; are positive
integers fori=1,...,r. Let N = gax n; and M = l.em.{2F, o(pth),...,o(pP")}, where k is

a non-negative integer. Then for any positive integers m,n with min{2m,2n} > N, we have
FEop = Fy, (mod 276)
if 2m =2n  (mod M).
In the last section, we give an algorithm to treat the congruences of Euler numbers for
any modulus. Using this algorithm we can easily derive all the above congruences.

2. CONGRUENCES WITH EULER POLYNOMIALS

Lemma 2.1: Suppose that p is an odd prime, and m, k are positive integers. Then for any
positive integers o, 3, one has

o m—1 é
E'mfl <k’) P E’rnfl <k’>
_ 2™ a+ k m—1 5 + k 2™ o m—1 5
- m |:B'm< 2% > —-D B'm( 2% >:| - m |:B'm (%) —-D B'm % .
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Proof: By formula 23.1.27 of [1]

2m z+1 T
E'mfl(x) - E |:B'm <T> - B’m (5):| .

Utilizing this to find the following difference in values of E,,,_1 (z) for z = a/k and . = 5/k
yields

@ m—1 é
E’rnfl <I{7) p E'mfl <I{7>
B 2'm o + ]{7 o 1 2'm 5+ ]{7 5
~ {B (7) ~ D (%)} AT {B (7) ~ b (% |

This completes our proof. O
Now we prove the generalization of Kummer’s congruences on Euler polynomials in the
following theorem which is stated as the same with Theorem 1.3 in Section 1.

Theorem 2.2: Suppose that p is an odd prime, and m,n, and e are positive integers such that
p—1 fm,n. Then for any positive integer k relatively prime to p and positive integers «, 3
such that o+ 25k = pB with 0 < j < (p—1)/2, one has

En (%) —p" ' Epy (g) =F, 1 (%) —p" By (g) (mod p©),

ifm=n (mod p(p?)).

Proof: Suppose p is an odd prime, and k is relatively prime to p. This implies that
(2k,p) = 1. Applying Theorem 1.2 (ref. [3]), and then for any positive integers «, 3 such that
a+7-(2k)=pB with0<j < %, one has

() mn ()= ()5 (2))

ifm=n (mod p(p?)).
Since 21 < j+ 22 <p—1and (a+k)+ (j + &%) - (2k) = (k+ B)p. Applying Theorem
1.2 again, it follows that

1 a+k 1 B+k 1 a+k 1 B+k
_ B - _ m B A = — B - _ n B A € .
m { m < 2]{7 > p m < 2]{7 >} n { n < 2]{7 > p n 2]{7 (mOdp )

From Fermat’s Little Theorem we have 2™ = 2" (mod p®). Combining these three congruences
together, we find that

2_ B O‘_"—k —p™ 1B, M _ 2_ B (ﬁ) —p" B, ﬁ
m 2k 2k m 2k 2k
2‘!L oz—i—k: — 54—]{7 2‘!L o 1 5
=— |By|—— | —-p" 'B,| —— —— |B,l=)—-p" "B, — ).
" (o, (%), (Y] 2 [ (2) -5 ()] et

130

An evaluation version of novaPDFE was used to create this PDF file.
Purchase a license to generate PDF files without this notice.


http://www.novapdf.com/

CONGRUENCES FOR EULER NUMBERS

Applying Lemma 2.1, we conclude our assertion. [
In particular, we let « = 3 =k =1 in Theorem 2.2. And we apply the fact that (see e.g.
formula 23.1.20 of [1])
E,(0) = -2(n+ 1)71(2n+1 —1)Bpy1.

We obtain
(1 - plmil)E'mfl (1)

(1 - plmil)E'mfl (0)

(1—p" HE, 1(1) (mod p°)
(1—-p" HE, 1(0) (mod p°)

(—2)(27;_ 1)B,, % _pn,l)w

(1—p™ " (mod p%).

By Euler’s generalization of Fermat’s Little Theorem we can divide
—2(2™ —1)=-2(2" — 1) (mod p°®)
from the above congruence and this gives the classical Kummer’s congruences.
3. CONGRUENCES WITH EULER NUMBERS

Since E,(1/2) = 27"E,, if we let & = 2 in Theorem 2.2, then we could reformulate
congruences in terms of Euler numbers.

Theorem 3.1: Suppose that p is an odd prime and m,n be non-negative integers. Then if
2m = 2n (mod ¢(p°)), we have

{ (1 _pQT”)EQ'm
(1 + pQT”)EQ'm

(1 —p?**)Es, (mod p®), if 4dp -1,
(1+ p*)Es, (mod p®), if 4|p — 3.

Proof: First, let p be an odd prime with 4|p — 1, that is, p = 4j + 1 for some positive
integer j. Clearly, it is the case that oo = 8 = 1 in Theorem 2.2, therefore

1 1 1 1
E. -Y 'mflEl B “V\=E - Y 'rLflEl B - e
m 1<2> p m 1<2> n 1<2> p n 1<2> (mOdp )

2177”(1 —plmil)E'mfl = 217”(1 - pnil)Enfl (mOd pe)7

if m=n (mod ¢(p¢)) and p — 1 is not a divisor of m. Since Fermat’s Little Theorem gives
217m = 217" (mod p°), we can divide it from the above congruence. And let m = 2m/ + 1
and n = 2n’ + 1 where m/,n/ are non-negative integers. It is clear that p — 1 is not a divisor
of 2m’ + 1 for any odd prime p. Then we get our assertion for the case 4|p — 1.

Second, let p be an odd prime number with 4|p—3, that is, p = 4j+3 for some non-negative
integer j. Clearly, it is the case that oo = 3,3 = 1 in Theorem 2.2, therefore

3 m—1 1 — 3 n—1 1 e
E’rnfl <§> —-p E’rnfl <2> = Enfl <2> p Enfl <2> (mOd p )
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if m =n (mod ¢(p¢)) and p — 1 is not a divisor of m. By formula 23.1.6 of [1]

3 ) 1
E,(=)=2""—-E, (=), forn>0.
2 2

Substituting this in the above congruence, one has

—-m 1 m— 1 —n 1 n— 1 e
22 E’rnfl <§> -p lE'mfl <§> = 22 - Enfl <§> -D lEnfl <§> (mOd p )

227'm _ 217'm(1 +plm71)E,m,1 = 227n _ 217n(1 +p”71)En71 (mod pe).
Again using Fermat’s Little Theorem, we can cancel

227'm = 227n 217'm = 217n

: (mod p©),

from the above congruence. Similarly we let m = 2m’ + 1 and n = 2n’ + 1 where m’,n’ are
non-negative integers. The condition p —1 is not a divisor of 2m’ + 1 always holds for any odd
prime p. Then the proof is complete. O

Now we treat the situation when p = 2.

Lemma 3.2: For any non-negative integer n, we have

1 S+
E,=1 2k (1 — 2 By. 2
rra () -m @)

Proof: By formula 23.1.7 of [1]

En(z+h) = Z (Z) Ex(z)h"*.

k=0

We substitute £ = 0 and h = 1/2 in the above equation. Then

1 " /n
2 "E,=FE, =] = Ex(0)2F .
(3)-2 )z

k=0

Now (see e.g. formula 23.1.20 of [1])
E,(0)=—-2(n+1)" 12" —1)B,1,
and the above equality becomes

2k+1 (1 _ 2k+1)

n ’}’L
ETL: —B
> (3) B

n+1
1 n+1
n+1§ ( N >2’“(1—2’“)Bk.

k=2
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This gives our assertion. O
We set n = 2m — 1 in Eq. (2) and since E3,,—1 = 0, we get an identity in Bernoulli
numbers

m 2m
22F(22F _ 1)Byy, = 2
> (5 )2 = ) = 2

k=1
for any positive integer m.
In the following we will discuss the congruences of Euler numbers modulo 2" for some
integer r. Here we introduce two notations. The notation 2" || ¢ means 2" divides ¢, but 2"+!
does not divide ¢t. To simplify the writing we denote

1 +1
Cr(n) = — (“ N >2k(1 —2MB,.

Proposition 3.3: For any non-negative integers m and r with 2m > r, we have

1 2 om
Eyp=1 2%2k(1 —22M\B or
2m + om + 1 ]; < 2k > ( ) 2k (mOd )7

where [r/2] denotes the greatest integer not exceeding r/2.

Proof: We consider Eq. (2) in Lemma 3.2, i.e.

1

n+1 7’L+1
E,=1+— 2F(1 - 2MB
rr (U)o,

n+1
=14 Ci(n).
k=2
Let n = 2m and from the Staudt-Clausen Theorem we know 2By, is 2-integral, thus the number
h with 2" || Cx(n) satisfies h > k — 1. Thus when 2m >k —1 > r,
Crk(2m) =0 (mod 2").

Therefore

Ey =1+ Z Cr(2m) (mod 27)
k=2

- ~ 1 2m+ 1Y\ i k r
:1+22m+1< f >2(1 2"YB),  (mod 27)

[r/2]
1 2m + 1\ o ok r
=14+ — E 2°%(1 — 2°")B mod 2"

+ 2m + 1 = ( 2k > ( )Bay, - (mo )
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for 2m > r.
Lemma 3.4: If 2" || k!, then h <k — 1.
Proof: Clearly, the power of 2 that divides k! is given by

k k
h = {5} + {2—2} + -
Since k is finite, [k/2™] = 0 for all m sufficiently large. Thus
h < §+§+~~=k’.
Therefore h <k —1. O

Proposition 3.5: For any non-negative integers m,n, and r, we have
E2'm = E2n (mOd 27-)7

if 2m = 2n  (mod 27).
Proof: From the Staudt-Clausen Theorem we know 2By is 2-integral and the result

of Lemma 3.4 gives 2271/(2k)! is also 2-integral. Therefore 22=1(1 — 22¥)2By,/(2k)! is
2-integral. This gives for 2k < min{2m, 2n},

22k71

Cor(2m) =2m-(2m —1)--- (2m + 2 — 2k) - o]

(1 —2%) . (2Bgy)

2k—1

(2k)!

=2n-2n—1)---(2n +2 — 2k) - (1 —2%%).(2By;) (mod 27)

= Cgk(2n).
We assume 2m < r, so 2n = 2m + (a - 2") > 2" > r for some positive integer a. If
k > m + 1, then (2n — 2m) divides 2n - (2n — 1) --- (2n — 2k + 2). This gives Cor(2n) = 0
modulo 2". Hence by Proposition 3.3

[r/2]
Esp =1+ Z Cor(2n) (mod 27)
k=1

m

=1+ Z Car(2n) (mod 2")
k=1

m

=1+ Z Cor(2m) = Es,, (mod 27).
k=1
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And the remaining case min{2m,2n} > r is found by applying Cax(2m) = Co,(2n) for k =
1,...,[r/2]. The proof is complete. O

Now we combine the above proposition and Theorem 3.1, we give a congruence relation
between Euler numbers for any modulus which is stated as the same with Theorem 1.6 in
Section 1.
Theorem 3.6: Assume § = p{'py* - -plr, where p; are odd primes, and n; are positive
integers fori=1,--- ,r. Let N = maxn; and M = l.cm.{2% o(p'), -+ ,(p"")}, where k

1<4i<r
is a non-negative integer. Then for any positive integers m, n with min{2m,2n} > N, we
have

Eop = Fy,  (mod 279)

if 2m = 2n (mod M).
Proof: Since 2m = 2n (mod ¢(p;'")) for i = 1,--- ,r, we may apply Theorem 3.1 and

obtain
{ (1 _p%"L)EQT” =(1 —p%’”)EQn (mod pi*), if 4|p; — 1;
(14 p?™)Egy = (1 + pi™)Es, (mod pl'), if 4|p; — 3.
However, both 2m and 2n are not less than N = max{nq,---,n,}, thus

Eom = Fa,  (mod p;), fori=1,---,r.

Combining the congruences in Proposition 3.5, we complete our proof. O

Remark 3.7: In particular we let n = 0 in the congruences in Theorem 3.1 and Proposition
3.5. We obtain

Eorm =1 (mod 2%);
(1= p " ™) E iy =0 (mod pl), if dlp; — 1
(1+ pf(p" Z)"L)Ew(pﬁi)Trb =2 (mod p;"), if 4|p; — 3,

for any non-negative integer m. Since ¢(p;*) > n; for any odd prime p; and non-negative
integer n;, we have

By =1 (mod 2%);
Ew(;v;”)m =0 (mod p;?), if 4|p; — 1;
E o priym =2 (mod p;*), if 4|p; — 3,

for any positive integer m.
Letting n; = 1 in the above congruences, we have the following corollary which is a
generalization of Corollary 1 in [8].

Corollary 3.8: For any odd prime p and any positive integer m, we have

5 _{ 0 (mod p), ifd|p—1,
(e=lm =1 9 (mod p), if 4|p — 3.
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It is clearly we have following corollary which can be stated in a similar manner as The-
orems 1.1, 1.2, and 1.3.

Corollary 3.9: Let Hle p;t be the prime-power factorization of an odd integer D. Let
N = maxn;, and M = lem ¢(p;*). Then
1<i<t 1<i<t
E.,=F, (mod D),

if m = n(mod M) and min{m,n} > N.
(From Eq. (1) we know
Ejp=1 (mod4) and Eg-2=3 (mod4).

Therefore, the condition that D is an odd integer in the above corollary cannot be changed to
that D is an integer.

4. ALGORITHM AND APPLICATIONS

Combining Theorem 3.6 and Remark 3.7, we can given an algorithm to list all the con-
gruences of Euler numbers for any modulus.

Algorithm 4.1: Given an arbitrary positive integer m.

Step 1: Write down the prime factorization of m as

k, a1, a r b1 b bs
m=2"p{'p® ... peT g gy ... g,

where 4 divides both (p; — 1) and (¢; —3) fori=1,...,rj=1,...,s.
Step 2: Compute
M = Lem 2%, (0f"), ... o), 0(ad), . o(gl)}.

and let
N =max{a;, bli =1,...,r,j=1,...,s}

Step 3: Use the Chinese Remainder Theorem to solve
Erne1) =1 (mod 2%);
Eriny1y =0 (mod pi*), fori=1,...,r;
b; ,
Erny1 =2 (mod g;), forj=1,...,s,

for any non-negative integer n, and denote the solution by o modulo m.

Step 4: For any non-negative integer n, we can list all the congruences of Fuler numbers
modulo m as

{ Erny1) =20 (mod m),
Enrng2i = Eo; (mod m), for N <2i < N+ M —2 and 2i Z 0 (mod M).

Using Algorithm 4.1 we can easily derive the classical congruences in Euler numbers which
is attributed to Stern (ref. page 124 of [2]).
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Proposition 4.2: For any positive integer n, we have

Em=5 (mod 60)
E4n72 =-1 (mod 60)
Proof: Since 60 = 22-3 -5, M = l.em.{22p(3),¢(5)} = 4, and N = 1. We apply the
Chinese Remainder Theorem to solve
E4(n+1) =1 (mOd 22);
E4(n+1) =0 (mOd 5)7
E4(n+1) =2 (mOd 3)7
and we obtain
Ey(nt+1) =5 (mod 60).
Since 1 = N <2i < N+ M —2 =3 and 2i # 0 (mod 4), this forces i = 1. Therefore we
have
{ Ejpia =5 (mod 60)
E4n+2 = E2 =-1 (mod 60),

for any non-negative integer n. [
In fact, the above congruences give

Es, =5 (mod 6),

for any positive integer n. This is exactly the congruences in Corollary 2(a) in [8].

Proposition 4.3: For any positive integer n,

Eg, =65 (mod 126),
Esp, 2o=5 (mod 126),
E6n74 =-1 (mod 126)

Proof: Since 126 =2-32 -7, M = l.c.m.{2,p(3%),0(7)} = 6, and N = 2. We apply the
Chinese Remainder Theorem to solve
Eg(nt1)y=1 (mod 2);
Eﬁ(n-‘rl) =2 (mOd 7)7
Eﬁ(n-‘rl) =2 (mOd 32)7

and we obtain
Eg(nt1) = 65 (mod 126).

Since2=N <2 < N+ M —2 =6 and 2i # 0 (mod 6), this forces i = 1 and 2. Therefore

Egni6 =65 (mod 126)
E6n+2 = E2 =-1 (mod 126)
E¢nya =FE4=5 (mod 126),
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for any non-negative integer n. O
The above congruences give us

E2n+6 = E2n (mOd 126)7

for any positive integer n. This is clearly a generalization of Corollary 2(c) in [8].

Proposition 4.4: For any positive integer n,

Eg, =65 (mod 120),
Eg,_2 = —61 (mod 120),
Egp_4=5 (mod 120),
Egn—¢=—1 (mod 120).

Proof: Since 120 = 2%-3 -5, M = l.c.m.{23,¢(3),9(5)} = 8, and N = 1. We apply the
Chinese Remainder Theorem to solve
ES('rH—l) =1 (mOd 8)7
ES('rH—l) =0 (mOd 5)7
Eg(nt1) =2 (mod 3),

and we obtain
Eg(n11) = 65 (mod 120).

Since 1l =N <2< N+ M —2="7and 2i # 0 (mod 8), this forces i = 1, 2, and 3.

Therefore
Egni8 =65 (mod 120)
E8n+2 = E2 =-1 (mod 120)
Espia=FE4=5 (mod 120)
Espni6 = Eg = —61  (mod 120),

for any non-negative integer n. 0O

Corollary 4.5: For any integer n > 0,

E2n — 9E2n72 =14 (mod 120)

Proof: We just need to substitute n = 4k, 4k 4+ 1, 4k + 2, and 4k + 3 in the above
congruences. Applying the results in Proposition 4.4, the assertion is proved. O
Also the above result is a generalization of Corollary 2(b) in [8].

Proposition 4.6: For any non-negative integer n,

{ Fliaanyoi = Fo;  (mod 323), forl <i<Tl,
E144n+144 = 306 (mod 323)
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Proof: Since 323 = 17-19, M = l.cm.{¢(17),0(19)} = 144, and N = 1. We apply the
Chinese Remainder Theorem to solve

{ E144(n+1) =0 (mod 17),
E144(n+1) =2 (mOd 19)7
and we obtain
E144(n+1) = 306 (mod 323)
Since 1 = N S 21 S N + M — 2 =143 and 2i 7_é 0 (mod 144)7 this giVGS E144n+2'i = EQ:L'
(mod 323), for 1 <4 < 71. Therefore we complete the proof. 0O

Proposition 4.7: For any non-negative integer n,

Figni2 =—1 (mod 68), Ei6nt10=3 (mod 68),
Eignra =5  (mod 68), Eient12 = =31 (mod 68),
Eioni6 =7 (mod 68), Eient14 =—9  (mod 68),
Ei6n+s =25 (mod 68), Ei6n+16 =17 (mod 68).

Proof: Since 68 = 2217, M = l.c.m.{22,p(17)} = 16, and N = 1. We apply the Chinese
Remainder Theorem to solve

{ E16(7L+1) =1 (mod 4),
E16(7L+1) =0 (mod 17),

and we obtain
E16(7L+1) =17 (mod 68)

Since 1 =N <2t < N+ M —2=15and 2i Z 0 (mod 16), this gives Eign+2; = F2; (mod
68), for i = 1,2,...,7. This completes our proof. O

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

The author would like to thank the referee for some useful comments and suggestions.
And this work was supported by the National Science Foundation of Taiwan, Republic of
China. Grant under NSC 90-2115-M-264-001.

REFERENCES

[1] M. Abramowitz and I.A. Stegun. Handbook of Mathematical Functions with Formulas,
Graphs, and Mathematical Tables. Dover Publications, Inc., New York, 1972.

[2] B.C. Berndt. Ramanujan’s notebooks Part I. Springer-Verlag, 1985.

[3] M. Eie and Y. L. Ong. “A Generalization of Kummer’s Congruences.” Abh. Math. Sem.
Univ. Hamburg 67 (1997): 149-157.

[4] K. Ireland and M. Rosen. A Classical Introduction to Modern Number Theory. Springer-
Verlag, 1982.

[5] N. Koblitz. p-adic Numbers, p-adic Analysis, and Zeta-functions. 2nd Edition. Springer-
Verlag, 1984.

[6] B. J. Powell. “Advanced Problem 6325.” Amer. Math. Monthly 87 (1980): 826.

139

An evaluation version of novaPDFE was used to create this PDF file.
Purchase a license to generate PDF files without this notice.


http://www.novapdf.com/

CONGRUENCES FOR EULER NUMBERS

[7] P. T. Young. “Congruences for Bernoulli, Euler, and Stirling Numbers.” J. Number
Theory 78 (1999): 204-227.

[8] W. Zhang. “Some Identities Involving the Euler and the Central Factorial Numbers.”
The Fibonacci Quarterly 36 (1998): 154-157.

AMS Classification Numbers: 11B68

VIO

140

An evaluation version of novaPDFE was used to create this PDF file.
Purchase a license to generate PDF files without this notice.


http://www.novapdf.com/

