
BULLETIN of the
Malaysian Mathematical

Sciences Society
http://math.usm.my/bulletin

Bull. Malays. Math. Sci. Soc. (2) 34(3) (2011), 487–501

Some Theorems on the q-Analogue of the
Generalized Stirling Numbers

1Roberto B. Corcino and 2Christian Barrientos
1Department of Mathematics, Mindanao State University,

Marawi City, Philippines 9700
2Department of Mathematics, Clayton State University,

Morrow, GA 30260, USA
1rcorcino@yahoo.com, 2chr barrientos@yahoo.com

Abstract. In this paper, we establish more properties for the q-analogue of the
unified generalization of Stirling numbers including the vertical and horizontal

recurrence relations, and the rational generating function. This generating func-

tion plays an important role in deriving one of the explicit formulas in symmetric
function form which will be used in giving combinatorial interpretations of the

q-analogue in the context of 0-1 tableau. Moreover, using the combinatorics of

0-1 tableaux, we obtain certain generalization of Carlitz identity.
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1. Introduction

The unified generalization of Stirling numbers given by Hsu and Shuie [16] is a
Stirling-type number pair

{S1(n, k), S2(n, k)} ≡ {S(n, k;α, β, γ), S(n, k;β, α,−γ)}

defined by the inverse relation

(t|α)n =
n∑
k=0

S1(n, k)(t− γ|β)k

(t|β)n =
n∑
k=0

S2(n, k)(t+ γ|α)k
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where n ∈ N (the set of nonnegative integers), α, β, and γ may be real or complex
numbers with (α, β, γ) 6= (0, 0, 0), and

(t|α)n = t(t− α)(t− 2α) . . . (t− (n− 1)α)

the generalized factorial of t of degree n with increment α. For simplicity, we can use
S(n, k;α, β, γ) to denote the generalized Stirling numbers. All Stirling-type number
pairs may be expressed in terms of S(n, k;α, β, γ) with suitable choices of α, β, and
γ (c.f. [1, 2, 4–7, 9, 15–17, 19, 20]). Other properties and combinatorial applications
were thoroughly discussed in [10] and [12]

The exponential-type Stirling number pair was defined by Corcino et al. [11] by
means of the following relations

[t|a]n =
n∑
k=0

S1[n, k][t− c|b]k(1.1)

[t|b]n =
n∑
k=0

S2[n, k][t+ c|a]k(1.2)

where a, b, and c may be real or complex parameters with

[t|a]n =
n−1∏
j=0

(t− aj), [t|a]0 = 1, [t|a]1 = t− 1.

More precisely, S1[n, k] and S2[n, k] may be denoted by

S1[n, k] = S[n, k; a, b, c], S2[n, k] = S[n, k; b, a,−c].
Several properties of these numbers were obtained including orthogonality and in-
verse relations, triangular recurrence relation, horizontal recurrence relation, and
explicit formula.

It is known that a given polynomial ak(q) is a q-analogue of an integer ak if

lim
q→1

ak(q) = ak.

For example, the polynomials

[n]q =
qn − 1
q − 1

, q 6= 1

[n]q! = [n]q[n− 1]q[n− 2]q . . . [2]q[1]q[n
k

]
q

=
k∏
i=1

qn−i+1 − 1
qi − 1

=
[n]q!

[k]q![n− k]q!

are the q-analogues of the integers n, n! and
(
n
k

)
, respectively, since

lim
q→1

[n]q = n, lim
q→1

[n]q! = n! and lim
q→1

[n
k

]
q

=
(
n

k

)
.

Throughout this paper we use [n] to denote [n]q.
The q-analogue {σ1[n, k], σ2[n, k]} of the pair of generalized Stirling numbers was

then defined in terms of the exponential-type Stirling numbers as follows

σ1[n, k] ≡ σ1[n, k;α, β, γ]q := S[n, k; qα, qβ , qγ − 1](q − 1)k−n,
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σ2[n, k] ≡ σ2[n, k;α, β, γ]q := S[n, k; qβ , qα, 1− qγ ](q − 1)k−n.
It was verified in [11] that the following limit relations hold

lim
q→1

σ1[n, k;α, β, γ]q = S1(n, k)

lim
q→1

σ2[n, k;α, β, γ]q = S2(n, k).

These justify the fact that {σ1[n, k], σ2[n, k]} is a proper q-analogue of the pair
of generalized Stirling numbers {S1(n, k), S2(n, k)}. To obtain properties for these
proper q-analogue, we simply multiply both sides of each identity for the exponential-
type Stirling numbers with an appropriate power of q− 1. For instance, the explicit
formula for σ1[n, k] which is given by

(1.3) σ1[n, k;α, β, γ]q =

(
k∏
i=1

[iβ]

)−1 k∑
j=0

(−1)k−jb<k|j>
[
k

j

]
b

[[jβ] + [γ]|[α]]n ,

with 〈k|j〉 =
(
j+1

2

)
− kj, q 6= 1 and

[[jβ] + [γ]|[α]]n =
n−1∏
l=0

([jβ] + [γ]− [lα]),

can easily be obtained by multiplying both sides of the explicit formula of the
exponential-type Stirling numbers in [11]

(1.4) S[n, k; a, b, c] =
k∏
i=1

(bi − 1)−1
k∑
j=0

(−1)k−jb<k|j>
[
k

j

]
b

[bj + c|a]n, b 6= 1

by (q − 1)k−n with a = qα, b = qβ , and c = qγ − 1. Note that when α = 0, β =
1, γ = 0, (1.3) yields

(1.5) σ1[n, k; 0, 1, 0]q =
1

[k]!

k∑
j=0

(−1)k−jq<k|j>
[
k

j

]
q

[j]n = Sq[n, k]

which is the ordinary q-Stirling numbers of the second kind due to Carlitz [3]. This
further gives the explicit form of the second kind of Stirling numbers as a limiting
case:

lim
q→1

σ[n, k; 0, 1, 0]q =
1
k!

k∑
j=0

(−1)k−j
(
k

j

)
jn = S(n, k; 0, 1, 0) = S(n, k).

Moreover, the triangular recurrence relation

(1.6) σ1[n, k] = σ1[n− 1, k − 1] + ([kβ]− [(n− 1)α] + [γ])σ1[n− 1, k]

can also be obtained by multiplying both sides of the triangular recurrence relation
of the exponential-type Stirling numbers in [11]

S[n, k; a, b, c] = S[n− 1, k − 1; a, b, c] + (bk − an−1 + c)S[n− 1, k; a, b, c]

by (q− 1)k−n with a = qα, b = qβ , and c = qγ − 1. When α = −1, β = 0 and γ = 0,
(1.6) yields

σ1[n, k; 1, 0, 0] = σ1[n− 1, k − 1; 1, 0, 0]− [n− 1]σ1[n− 1, k; 1, 0, 0]
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which gives the triangular recurrence relation of the q-Stirling numbers of the first
kind cq[n, k] (see [14,18])

cq[n, k] = cq[n− 1, k − 1] + [n− 1]cq[n− 1, k]

with cq[n, k] = (−1)n−kσ1[n, k; 1, 0, 0], and when q → 1, this further gives the trian-
gular recurrence relation of the Stirling numbers of the first kind

s(n, k) = s(n− 1, k − 1) + (n− 1)s(n− 1, k).

On the other hand, when α = 0, β = 1, γ = 0, (1.6) yields the triangular recurrence
relation of the q-Stirling numbers of the second kind Sq[n, k] (see [3, 14,18])

Sq[n, k] = Sq[n− 1, k − 1] + [k]Sq[n− 1, k]

and when q → 1, this further gives the triangular recurrence relation of the Stirling
numbers of the second kind

S(n, k) = S(n− 1, k − 1) + kS(n− 1, k).

The theory of q-analogues of generalized Stirling numbers needs to be enriched
so that some possible combinatorial interpretations and applications can easily be
drawn. In this paper, we establish another two types of recurrence relations - the
vertical and horizontal recurrence relations, and obtain rational generating func-
tion for S1[n, k] when a = 1 which will be used to derive an explicit formula in a
homogeneous symmetric function form of degree n. Moreover, using (1.1), we ob-
tain another explicit formula for S1[n, k] when b = 1 in an elementary symmetric
function form of degree n. These two explicit formulas are necessary in giving com-
binatorial interpretations for σ1[n, k; 0, β, γ]q and σ1[n, k;α, 0, γ]q in the context of
0-1 tableau. Moreover, using the combinatorics of 0-1 tableaux, we obtain certain
formula which is a kind of generalization of Carlitz identity (used to express the
q-binomial coefficients in terms of q-Stirling numbers [3]).

2. Recurrence relations and explicit formulas

We know that recurrence relations help us generate quickly the first values of a
number. There are three different types of recurrence relations that we can use
to construct the table of values of a number: the triangular recurrence relation,
the horizontal recurrence relation, and the vertical recurrence relation. In [11], the
first two types have already been given to the q-analogue σ1[n, k]. Here, we obtain
another form of horizontal recurrence relation and a vertical recurrence relation using
the triangular recurrence relation for σ1[n, k].

Theorem 2.1. For nonnegative integers n and k, and complex numbers α, β, and
γ, the q-analogues σ1[n + 1, k + 1] of the generalized Stirling numbers satisfy the
following vertical and horizontal recurrence relations

(i)

σ1[n+ 1, k + 1] =
n∑
j=k

[[β(k + 1)] + [γ]|[α]]n+1

[[β(k + 1)] + [γ]|[α]]j+1
σ1[j, k]
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(ii)

σ1[n, k] =
n−k∑
j=0

(−1)j
{[γ]− [nα]|[β]}k+j+1

{[γ]− [nα]|[β]}k+1
σ1[n+ 1, k + j + 1]

where

{[t]|[a]}n =
n−1∏
j=0

([t] + [ja])

with initial values σ1[0, 0] = 1 and σ1[k, k] = 1, k ≥ 1.

Proof. By repeated application of the triangular recurrence relation in (1.6), we have

σ1[n+ 1, k + 1]

= σ1[n, k] + ([(k + 1)β]− [nα] + [γ])σ1[n− 1, k]

+ ([(k + 1)β]− [nα] + [γ])([(k + 1)β]− [(n− 1)α] + [γ])σ1[n− 2, k]

+ . . .+ ([(k + 1)β]− [nα] + [γ]) · ([(k + 1)β]− [(n− 1)α] + [γ])

· . . . · ([(k + 1)β]− [(k + 2)α] + [γ]) · σ1[k + 2, k + 1].

Again, by applying the triangular recurrence relation to σ1[k+ 2, k+ 1] with σ1[k+
1, k + 1] = σ1[k, k], consequently we obtain the vertical recurrence relation (i). For
(ii), we evaluate its right-hand side (RHS) using (1.6) and obtain

RHS =
n−k∑
j=0

(−1)j
{[γ]− [nα]|[β]}k+j+2

{[γ]− [nα]|[β]}k+1
σ1[n, k + j + 1]

+
n−k∑
j=0

(−1)j
{[γ]− [nα]|[β]}k+j+1

{[γ]− [nα]|[β]}k+1
σ1[n, k + j].

Reindexing the first sum, we get

RHS =
n−k∑
j=1

(−1)j−1 {[γ]− [nα]|[β]}k+j+1

{[γ]− [nα]|[β]}k+1
σ1[n, k + j]

+
n−k∑
j=1

(−1)j
{[γ]− [nα]|[β]}k+j+1

{[γ]− [nα]|[β]}k+1
σ1[n, k + j] + σ1[n, k]

= σ1[n, k].

We notice that the recurrence relations in Theorems 2.1 are analogous to the Chu
Shih-Chieh’s identity of the binomial coefficients also known as the Hockey Stick
identity [8]. We may easily remember these recurrence relations with the help of the
patterns as shown in the following table.
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n / k . . . k k + 1 k + 2 . . . n + 1

.

.

. ↓ ↓
↓ ↓

k σ1[k, k]
↓ ↓
↓ ↓

k + 1 σ1[k + 1, k]
↓ ↓

.

.

. ↓
.
.
. ↓

↓ ↓
n σ1[n,k]

↘ ↖
↘ ↖
↘ ↖
↘ ←−←−←−←− ←−←−←−←− ←− ←−←−←−←−

n + 1 ↘ σ1[n + 1,k + 1] σ1[n + 1, k + 2] . . . σ1[n + 1, n + 1]
←−←−←−←− ←−←−←−←− ←− ←−←−←−←−

The entries in the table that are involved in computing the value of σ1[n+ 1, k + 1]
and σ1[n, k] using the vertical and horizontal recurrence relations in Theorem 2.1,
clearly, form a hockey stick as illustrated by the arrows.

It has been mentioned in the introduction that both exponential-type S1[n, k] and
q-analogue σ1[n, k] of generalized Stirling numbers have explicit formulas. These
formulas are quite complicated in form that their combinatorial interpretations may
not be easy to establish. Based on the work of Medicis and Leroux [13], we can
possibly obtain a combinatorial interpretation for σ1[n, k] if we can express it in a
symmetric function form of degree n. In this section, we can establish two such
explicit formulas with restriction α = 0 for the first and β = 0 for the second.

To derive the first formula, let us consider first the rational generating functions
for S[n, k; 1, b, c].

Suppose that

(2.1)
1∏k

j=0 (1− (bj + c− 1)t)
=

k∑
j=0

Aj
1− (bj + c− 1)t

.

Then, we have

k∑
i=0

Ai

i−1∏
j1=0

(
1− (bj1 + c− 1)t

) k∏
j2=i+1

(
1− (bj2 + c− 1)t

)
= 1.

For each j ∈ {0, 1, 2, . . . , k}, we set t = 1/(bj + c− 1) to obtain

k∑
i=0

Ai


i−1∏
j1=0

(
1− bj1 + c− 1

bj + c− 1

)


k∏
j2=i+1

(
1− bj2 + c− 1

bj + c− 1

) = 1.

Clearly, there is only one term in the expansion which is not equal to 0, for each
j ∈ {0, 1, 2, . . . , k}. That is, when i = j, we have

Aj


j−1∏
j1=0

(
1− bj1 + c− 1

bj + c− 1

)


k∏
j2=j+1

(
1− bj2 + c− 1

bj + c− 1

) = 1.



Some Theorems on the q-Analogue of the Generalized Stirling Numbers 493

Thus,

Aj =
(bj + c− 1)k{∏j−1

j1=0 b
j1(bj−j1 − 1)

}{
(−1)k−j

∏k
j2=j+1 b

j(bj2−j − 1)
}

=
(−1)k−j(bj + c− 1)k∏j

j1=1

{
bj1−1(bj−j1+1−1)(bj1−1)

bj1−1

}∏k
j2=j+1

{
bj(bj2−j−1)(bj2−1)

bj2−1

}
=

(−1)k−j(bj + c− 1)k
∏k
j1=1(bj1 − 1){∏k

j1=1(bj1 − 1)
}
bj(j−1)/2b(k−j)j

{∏j
j1=1(bj1 − 1)

∏k−j
j1=1(bj1 − 1)

} .
By making use of the Gaussian polynomial or q-binomial coefficient (with q 6= 1)
defined by [

k

j

]
q

=
j∏
i=1

qk−i+1 − 1
qi − 1

,

[
k

0

]
q

= 1,

we have

Aj =

 k∏
j1=1

(bj1 − 1)−1

 (−1)k−jb〈k|j〉
[
k

j

]
b

(bj + c− 1)k.

Thus, using equation (2.2), we get

tk∏k
j=0 (1− (bj + c− 1)t)

=
k∑
j=0

(∏k
j1=1(bj1 − 1)−1

)
(−1)k−jb〈k|j〉

[
k
j

]
b

(bj + c− 1)ktk

1− (bj + c− 1)t

=
k∑
j=0

 k∏
j1=1

(bj1 − 1)−1

 (−1)k−jb〈k|j〉
[
k

j

]
b

(bj + c− 1)ktk
∑
ν≥0

[(bj + c− 1)t]ν

=
∑
ν≥0

 k∏
j1=1

(bj1 − 1)−1

 k∑
j=0

(−1)k−jb〈k|j〉
[
k

j

]
b

(bj + c− 1)k+νtk+ν

=
∑
n≥k


 k∏
j1=1

(bj1 − 1)−1

 k∑
j=0

(−1)k−jb〈k|j〉
[
k

j

]
b

(bj + c− 1)n

 tn.

Note that when a = 1, formula (1.4) reduces to

S[n, k; 1, b, c] =

 k∏
j1=1

(bj1 − 1)−1

 k∑
j=0

(−1)k−jb〈k|j〉
[
k

j

]
b

(bj + c− 1)n.

This completes the proof of the following theorem.
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Theorem 2.2. For nonnegative integers n and k, and complex numbers b and c
with b 6= 1, the rational generating function for S[n, k; 1, b, c] is given by

(2.2)
∑
n≥k

S[n, k; 1, b, c]tn =
tk∏k

j=0(1− (bj + c− 1)t)
.

Theorem 2.2 plays an important role in proving the following corollary.

Corollary 2.1. The numbers S[n, k; 1, b, c] have the following explicit formula

(2.3) S[n, k; 1, b, c] =
∑

c0+c1+...+ck=n−k

k∏
j=0

(bj + c− 1)cj .

Proof. The rational generating function in Theorem 2.2 can be written as∑
n≥k

S[n, k; 1, b, c]tn−k =
k∏
j=0

∑
cj≥0

(bj + c− 1)cj tcj .

From the identity in [9], we obtain

∑
n≥k

S[n, k; 1, b, c]tn−k =
∑

c0+c1+...+ck≥0


k∏
j=0

(bj + c− 1)cj

 tc0+c1+...+ck

=
∑
n≥k

 ∑
c0+c1+...+ck=n−k

k∏
j=0

(bj + c− 1)cj

 tn−k.

Comparing the coefficients of tn−k completes the proof of the corollary.
We observe that the summand at the right-hand side of (2.4) has exactly n − k

factors of the form bj + c− 1 such that, for each j, the factor bj + c− 1 is repeated
cj times in the expansion. With this observation, we can easily verify the following
corollary.

Corollary 2.2. An alternative form of the explicit formula in (2.4) is given by

(2.4) S[n, k; 1, b, c] =
∑

0≤j1≤j2≤...≤jn−k≤k

n−k∏
i=1

(bji + c− 1).

Again, by multiplying both sides of (2.5) by (q−1)k−n with b = qβ and c = qγ−1,
we can easily obtain the following theorem. For brevity, we use the notation

σ[n, k]β,γq = σ1[n, k; 0, β, γ]q.

Theorem 2.3. For nonnegative integers n and k, and complex numbers β and γ,
the explicit formula for the numbers σ[n, k]β,γq in a homogeneous symmetric function
form of degree n is given by

σ[n, k]β,γq =
∑

0≤j1≤j2≤...≤jn−k≤k

n−k∏
i=1

([jiβ] + [γ]).
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As mentioned in Section 1, the q-Stirling numbers of the second kind introduced
by Carlitz [3] may be expressed in terms of σ1[n, k] when β = 1 and γ = 0. Hence,
using Theorem 3, we present an explicit formula for q-Stirling numbers of the second
kind [3, 14,18] as follows

σ[n, k]1,0q =
∑

0≤j1≤j2≤...≤jn−k≤k

n−k∏
i=1

[ji] = Sq[n, k].

Clearly, this implies the explicit formula of the second kind of Stirling numbers [7]
as a limiting case:

lim
q→1

σ[n, k]1,0q =
∑

0≤j1≤j2≤...≤jn−k≤k

j1j2 . . . jn−k = S(n, k; 0, 1, 0) = S(n, k).

Now, if we replace t with t+ c+ 1 and take b = 1, (1.1) yields

[t+ c+ 1|a]n =
n∑
k=0

S[n, k; a, 1, c]tk.

Note that for n = 1, 2, we have

[t+ c+ 1|a]1 = t+ (−1)(a0 − c− 1)

[t+ c+ 1|a]2 = t2 + (−1){(a0 − c− 1) + (a1 − c− 1)}t
+ (−1)2(a0 − c− 1)(a1 − c− 1).

Hence, by applying induction on n

[t+ c+ 1|a]n =
n∑
k=0

(−1)n−k
∑

0≤j1<j2<...<jn−k≤n−1

n−k∏
i=1

(aji − c− 1)

 tk.

Thus,

n∑
k=0

S[n, k; a, 1, c]tk =
n∑
k=0

(−1)n−k
∑

0≤j1<j2<...<jn−k≤n−1

n−k∏
i=1

(aji − c− 1)

 tk.

Comparing the coefficients of tk, we obtain

(−1)n−kS[n, k; a, 1, c] =
∑

0≤j1<j2<...<jn−k≤n−1

n−k∏
i=1

(aji − c− 1).

Furthermore, multiplying both sides of the preceding equation with (q − 1)k−n and
taking a = qα and c = qγ − 1, we get

(−1)n−kσ1[n, k;α, 0, γ] =
∑

0≤j1<j2<...<jn−k≤n−1

n−k∏
i=1

(
qjiα − 1
q − 1

− qγ − 1
q − 1

)
.

Using the notation
σ̂[n, k]α,γq = (−1)n−kσ1[n, k;α, 0, γ],

we obtain the following theorem.
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Theorem 2.4. For nonnegative integers n and k, and complex numbers α and γ,
the explicit formula for the numbers σ̂[n, k]α,γq in an elementary symmetric function
form of degree n is given by

σ̂[n, k]α,γq =
∑

0≤j1<j2<...<jn−k≤n−1

n−k∏
i=1

([jiα]− [γ]).

Letting α = 1 and γ = 0, Theorem 2.4 gives

σ̂[n, k]1,0q =
∑

1≤j1<j2<...<jn−k≤n−1

n−k∏
i=1

[ji] = cq[n, k]

the q-Stirling numbers of the first kind [14,18].

3. Combinatorial interpretation in the context of 0-1 tableau

As defined in [13], a 0-1 tableau is a pair φ = (λ, f), where λ = (λ1 ≥ λ2 ≥ . . . ≥ λk)
is a partition of an integer m and f = (fij)1≤j≤λi

is a filling of the cells of corre-
sponding Ferrers diagram of the shape λ with 0’s and 1’s, such that there is exactly
one ’1’ in each column. For example, using the partition λ = (5, 3, 3, 2, 1) we can
construct 60 distinct 0-1 tableaux. Figure 1 below shows one of the tableaux with
f14 = f15 = f23 = f31 = f42 = 1, fij = 0 elsewhere such that 1 ≤ j ≤ λi.

0 0 0 1 1
0 0 1
1 0 0
0 1
0

Figure 1. The 0-1 tableau ϕ = (λ, f).

Again in [13], an A-tableau is defined as a list Φ of column c of a Ferrers diagram of
a partition λ (by decreasing order of length) such that the length |c| are part of the
sequence A = (ai)i≥0, a strictly increasing sequence of nonnegative integers.

Let ω be a function from the set of nonnegative integers N to a ring K. Suppose
Φ is an A-tableau with r columns of lengths |c|. Then we set

ωA(Φ) =
∏
c∈Φ

ω(|c|).

Note that as mentioned in [13] Φ might contain a finite number of columns whose
lengths are zero since 0 ∈ A = {0, 1, 2, . . . , k} and if ω(0) 6= 0. Now, we define
TA(x, y) to be the set of A-tableaux with A = {0, 1, 2, . . . , x} and exactly y columns
(with some columns possibly of zero length). We can now state the following theo-
rem.

Theorem 3.1. Let ω : N → K denote a function from N to a ring K (column
weights according to length) which is defined by ω(|c|) = [|c|β] + [γ] where β and γ
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are complex numbers, and |c| is the length of column c of an A-tableau in TA(k, n−k).
Then

σ[n, k]β,γq =
∑

Φ∈TA(k,n−k)

∏
c∈Φ

ω(|c|).

Proof. Let Φ be an A-tableau in TA(k, n− k). Then Φ has exactly n− k columns,
say c1, c2, . . . , cn−k whose lengths are j1, j2, . . ., jn−k, respectively. Now for each
column ci ∈ Φ, i = 1, 2, . . . , n− k, we have |ci| = ji and ω(|ci|) = [|ci|β] + [γ]. Then,∏

c∈Φ

ω(|c|) =
n−k∏
i=1

ω(|ci|) =
n−k∏
i=1

([jiβ] + [γ]).

Using the fact that an A-tableau Φ ∈ TA(k, n− k) can be represented by a multiset
whose entries are the column lengths of Φ, we have∑

Φ∈TA(k,n−k)

∏
c∈Φ

ω(|c|) =
∑

0≤j1≤j2≤...≤jn−k

n−k∏
i=1

([jiβ] + [γ]).

Applying Theorem 2.3, we obtain the desired result.
Before considering the next theorem, let us define first TdA(x, y) to be the subset

of TA(x, y) containing all A-tableaux with columns of distinct lengths.

Theorem 3.2. Let ω : N → K be the column weight according to length which is
defined by ω(|c|) = [|c|α] − [γ] where α and γ are complex numbers, and |c| is the
length of column c of an A-tableau in TdA(n− 1, n− k). Then

σ̂[n, k]α,γq =
∑

Φ∈TdA(n−1,n−k)

∏
c∈Φ

ω(|c|).

Proof. Following the same argument as in the proof of Theorem 3.1, we can easily
complete the proof of the theorem.

4. A generalization of Carlitz identity

In this section, we are going to derive recurrence formula using the combinatorics of
0-1 tableaux which is a kind of generalization of Carlitz identity [3] given by[n

k

]
q

=
n∑
j=k

(
n

j

)
(q − 1)j−kSq[j, k].

Suppose that for some numbers c1 and c2 we have |c| = c1 + c2. Then, Corollary
2.2 yields

S[n, k; 1, b, c1 + c2] =
∑

0≤j1≤j2≤...≤jn−k≤k

n−k∏
i=1

(bji + c1 + c2 − 1).

That is, for any Φ ∈ TA(k, n− k),

ωA(Φ) =
∏
c∈Φ

(c1 + b|c| + c2 − 1),
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where |c| ∈ {0, 1, 2, . . . , k}. Note that the weight of each column of Φ can be con-
sidered as a finite sum with additive constant c1, that is, for each c ∈ Φ, we can
write

(4.1) ω(|c|) = c1 + ω∗(|c|)

where ω∗(|c|) = c2 + b|c| − 1. The following theorem determines how an additive
constant affects the recurrence formula for S[n, k; 1, b, c].

Theorem 4.1. For nonnegative integers n and k, and complex numbers b and c
with b 6= 1, the exponential-type Stirling numbers S[n, k; 1, b, c] satisfy the following
identity

S[n, k; 1, b, c] =
n∑
j=k

(
n

j

)
cn−j1 S[j, k; 1, b, c2]

where c = c1 + c2 for some numbers c1 and c2.

Proof. From Theorem 3.1,

S[n, k; 1, b, c] =
∑

Φ∈TA(k,n−k)

ωA(Φ)

where
ωA(Φ) =

∏
c∈Φ

(b|c| + c− 1), |c| ∈ {0, 1, 2, . . . , k}.

Substituting ji = |c|, we obtain

ωA(Φ) =
n−k∏
i=1

(bji + c− 1).

If c = c1 + c2 for some numbers c1 and c2, then, by (4.1),

ωA(Φ) =
n−k∏
i=1

(c1 + ω∗(ji)), ω∗(ji) = bji + c2 − 1

=
n−k∑
r=0

cn−k−r1

∑
q1≤q2≤...≤qr,

qi∈{j1,...,jn−k}

r∏
i=1

ω∗(qi).

Then ∑
Φ∈TA(k,n−k)

ωA(Φ) =
∑

0≤j1≤j2≤...≤jn−k≤k

n−k∑
r=0

cn−k−r1

∑
q1≤q2≤...≤qr,

qi∈{j1,...,jn−k}

r∏
i=1

ω∗(qi)

=
n−k∑
r=0

∑
0≤j1≤j2≤...≤jn−k≤k

∑
q1≤q2≤...≤qr,

qi∈{j1,...,jn−k}

cn−k−r1

r∏
i=1

ω∗(qi)

Now, we are going to count the number of tableaux with n−k columns such that n−
k−r columns are of weight c1 and r columns are of weight ω∗(qi), qi ∈ {0, 1, 2, . . . , k}.
Note that there are

(
n−k
r

)
tableaux with r columns whose lengths are taken from

the lengths of the columns of Φ. Since there is a one-to-one correspondence between
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weights ω(ji) and A-tableaux, the number of A-tableaux Φ in TA(k, n− k) is equal
to the number of possible multisets {j1, j2, . . . , jn−k} with ji in {0, 1, 2, . . . , k}. That
is,

|TA(k, n− k)| =
(
n− k + k

n− k

)
=
(

n

n− k

)
=
(
n

k

)
.

Thus, for all Φ ∈ TA(k, n − k), we can generate
(
n
k

)(
n−k
r

)
tableaux with r columns

whose weights are ω∗(ji), ji ∈ {0, 1, 2, . . . , k}. However, there are only

|TA(k, r)| =
(
r + k

r

)
distinct tableaux with r columns whose lengths are in {0, 1, 2, . . . , k}. Hence, every
distinct tableau with n− k columns, r of which are of weight other than c1, appears(

n
k

)(
n−k
r

)(
r+k
r

) =
(

n

r + k

)
times in the collection. Thus,∑

Φ∈TA(k,n−k)

ωA(Φ) =
n−k∑
r=0

∑
φ∈Br

(
n

r + k

)
cn−k−r1

∏
c∈φ

ω∗(|c|)

where Br denotes the set of all tableaux φ having r columns of weights ω∗(ji) =
bji + c2 − 1. Reindexing the double sum, we get∑

Φ∈TA(k,n−k)

ωA(Φ) =
n∑
j=k

(
n

j

)
cn−j1

∑
φ∈Bj−k

∏
c∈φ

ω∗(|c|)

where Bj−k is the set of all tableaux with j−k columns of weights ω∗(ji) = bji +c2−1
for each i = 1, 2, . . . , j − k. Clearly, Bj−k = TA(k, j − k). Therefore,∑

Φ∈TA(k,n−k)

ωA(Φ) =
n∑
j=k

(
n

j

)
cn−j1

∑
φ∈TA(k,j−k)

ωA(φ).

Applying Corollary 2.2 completes the proof of the theorem.
By taking b = q and c = 1 with c1 = 1 and c2 = 0, Theorem 4.1 gives

S[n, k; 1, q, 1] =
n∑
j=k

(
n

j

)
S[j, k; 1, q, 0]

=
n∑
j=k

(
n

j

)
(q − 1)j−k(q − 1)k−jS[j, k; q0, q1, q0 − 1]

=
n∑
j=k

(
n

j

)
(q − 1)j−kσ1[j, k; 0, 1, 0]q.

From (1.5), we can have

S[n, k; 1, q, 1] =
n∑
j=k

(
n

j

)
(q − 1)j−kSq[j, k].



500 R. B. Corcino and C. Barrientos

But using Corollary 2.2, we obtain

S[n, k; 1, q, 1] =
∑

0≤j1≤j2≤...≤jn−k≤k

n−k∏
i=1

qji =
[n
k

]
q

which is the representation given in [13] for the q-binomial coefficients. Thus, we get[n
k

]
q

=
n∑
j=k

(
n

j

)
(q − 1)j−kSq[j, k]

Carlitz identity as special case of Theorem 4.1.
Moreover, if we let b = qβ and c = qγ − 1 with c1 = qγ − qγ2 and c2 = qγ2 − 1,

Theorem 4.1 yields

(4.2) S[n, k; q0, qβ , qγ − 1] =
n∑
j=k

(
n

j

)
(qγ − qγ2)n−j S[j, k; q0, qβ , qγ2 − 1].

Multiplying both sides of (4.2) by (q − 1)k−n, we obtain the following theorem.

Theorem 4.2. For nonnegative integers n and k, and complex numbers β and γ,
the q-analogue σ[n, k]β,γq satisfies the following identity

σ[n, k]β,γq =
n∑
j=k

(
n

j

)
[γ1]n−jσ[j, k]β,γ2q

where [γ] = [γ1] + [γ2] for some numbers γ1 and γ2.

It can be seen from the above theorems how the combinatorics of 0-1 tableaux
works in obtaining good and interesting results. A deeper discussion on this can
further enrich the theory of the q-analogue of the generalized Stirling numbers. For
instance, Leroux [18] proved that the q-Stirling numbers of the first and second kind,
cq[n, k] and Sq[n, k], are q-log concave for n ≥ 1 and 2 ≤ k ≤ n − 1 using their ex-
plicit formulas in symmetric function form of degree n and the deeper treatment of
the concept of 0-1 tableau. Since we already have explicit formulas for σ[n, k]β,γq
and σ̂[n, k]α,γq in symmetric function form of degree n, we may possibly prove that
σ[n, k]β,γq and σ̂[n, k]α,γq are also q-log concave using the method of Leroux.

Acknowledgement. The authors wish to thank the referees for reading the man-
uscript thoroughly which resulted in numerous corrections and improvements. This
research was sponsored by the U. S. Department of State, the Commission on Higher
Education (Philippines) and the Philippine-American Educational Foundation under
the Fulbright Research Grant.

References

[1] D. Branson, Stirling numbers and Bell numbers: their role in combinatorics and probability,
Math. Sci. 25 (2000), no. 1, 1–31.

[2] A. Z. Broder, The r-Stirling numbers, Discrete Math. 49 (1984), no. 3, 241–259.
[3] L. Carlitz, q-Bernoulli numbers and polynomials, Duke Math. J. 15 (1948), 987–1000.
[4] L. Carlitz, Weighted Stirling numbers of the first and second kind. I, Fibonacci Quart. 18

(1980), no. 2, 147–162.



Some Theorems on the q-Analogue of the Generalized Stirling Numbers 501

[5] Ch. A. Charalambides, On weighted Stirling and other related numbers and some combinatorial

applications, Fibonacci Quart. 22 (1984), no. 4, 296–309.

[6] Ch. A. Charalambides and M. Koutras, On the differences of the generalized factorials at
an arbitrary point and their combinatorial applications, Discrete Math. 47 (1983), no. 2–3,

183–201.
[7] Ch. A. Charalambides and J. Singh, A review of the Stirling numbers, their generalizations

and statistical applications, Comm. Statist. Theory Methods 17 (1988), no. 8, 2533–2595.

[8] C. C. Chen and K. M. Koh, Principles and Techniques in Combinatorics, World Sci. Publish-
ing, River Edge, NJ, 1992.

[9] L. Comtet, Advanced Combinatorics, revised and enlarged edition, Reidel, Dordrecht, 1974.

[10] R. B. Corcino, Some theorems on generalized Stirling numbers, Ars Combin. 60 (2001), 273–
286.

[11] R. B. Corcino, L. C. Hsu and E. L. Tan, A q-analogue of generalized Stirling numbers, Fibonacci

Quart. 44 (2006), no. 2, 154–165.
[12] R. B. Corcino, L. C. Hsu and E. L. Tan, Combinatorial and statistical applications of gener-

alized Stirling numbers, J. Math. Res. Exposition 21 (2001), no. 3, 337–343.

[13] A. de Médicis and P. Leroux, Generalized Stirling numbers, convolution formulae and p, q-
analogues, Canad. J. Math. 47 (1995), no. 3, 474–499.

[14] H. W. Gould, The q-Stirling numbers of first and second kinds, Duke Math. J. 28 (1961),
281–289.

[15] H. W. Gould and A. T. Hopper, Operational formulas connected with two generalizations of

Hermite polynomials, Duke Math. J. 29 (1962), 51–63.
[16] L. C. Hsu and P. J.-S. Shiue, A unified approach to generalized Stirling numbers, Adv. in

Appl. Math. 20 (1998), no. 3, 366–384.

[17] M. Koutras, Noncentral Stirling numbers and some applications, Discrete Math. 42 (1982),
no. 1, 73–89.

[18] P. Leroux, Reduced matrices and q-log-concavity properties of q-Stirling numbers, J. Combin.

Theory Ser. A 54 (1990), no. 1, 64–84.
[19] J. Riordan, An Introduction to Combinatorial Analysis, Wiley Publications in Mathematical

Statistics Wiley, New York, 1958.

[20] R. P. Stanley, Enumerative Combinatorics, Wadsworth and Brooks/Cole, Monterey, 1986.


